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Alternative Balkan Caravan

Alternative Balkan Caravan is a project, funded by 
European Council, which objective is the production 
of a documentary about the life of LGBT (Lesbians, 
Gays, Bisexuals, Transsexuals) community in Balkan 
Peninsula. It started in August 2011 and ended in 
late May 2012. 

Host country of the program is Greece, and more 
specifically the city of Thessaloniki, while partner - 
countries are Serbia, Bulgaria, Romania, Turkey and 
Albania. 

Organizations involved in the project are a mixture 
of Youth LGBT and Youth Non Governmental 
Organizations, which undertake Human Rights 
projects, as the target age group of the program is 
18 to 30. 

The host organization, which applied for funding the 
project, is Citizen's Action For Europe (C.A.F.E.) but 
the implementation of the project has been 
undertaken by United Societies of Balkans (U.S.B.).
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United Societies of Balkans
AIMS
The non-governmental, non-profit organisation 
“United Societies of Balkans” (U.S.B.) was founded 
in 2008 in Thessaloniki, with the vision to mobilize 
and empower youth. It activates in the field of 
youth mobility, social awareness and promotion of 
intercultural dialogue.
United Societies of Balkans envisions a global, 
inclusive society, where all citizens will contribute 
equally to the formation of a world with fewer 
prejudices, discrimination and other forms of 
injustice.
Aims of the organisation are
� The promotion of the value of volunteerism, 

active citizenship, youth mobility, non formal 
education and democracy

� The use of New Media and Citizen Journalism 
for the encouragement of youth expression, 
raising awareness about Human Rights and 
promotion of intercultural dialogue.

� To locate and multiply the special cultural 
attributes of societies of Southeastern Europe.

� The furthering of the respect towards Human 
Rights, solidarity and diversity,

� To fight stereotypes and prejudices between 
Balkan countries.

� The development of a healthy cooperation 
between the countries of Southeastern and 
Eastern Europe with these of the rest of Europe.

f

ACTIVITIES
United Societies of Balkans organizes many 
activities and projects at international, European 
and local level, including:
� Educational programmes and training courses 

(seminars and youth exchanges)
� Hosting and Sending of volunteers, through the 

action “European Voluntary Service”, by Youth 
in Action Programme

� Local interventions
� Researches
� Advocacy and Information Campaigns
� Creation of manuals and production of 

documentaries
� Conferences
The organization has online radio station, blog, 
YouTube channel, as well as it publishes bimonthly 
online magazine, entitled “Balkan Beats”.
FUNDING
The activities of "United Societies of Balkans" are 
funded by donations, sponsorships, voluntary 
subscriptions of friends and members of the 
organization and from national and EU 
Programmes such as the National Agency of EU 
Programmes, “Youth in Action” and
“Eurodesk”, the Council of Europe, the State 
Scholarships Foundation, the European 
Commission, the Greek Institute of Culture - Anna 
Lindh 
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Aims and Goals

Primary goal of the organization is the promotion 
of the ideas and the values in accordance with the 
principles of the protection of human rights and the 
peaceful cooperation of the countries of the 
European Union but also of those with European 
orientation, always under the angle of the EU 
principles.

Main aims of our organization are:

•Raising awareness between young people on 
issues such as the protection of human rights and 
minorities, the respect for the different, 
participative democracy and the freedom of 
expression;
•The promotion of the values and principles of the 
European Union to the young people in Greece and 
in other countries under the integration process in 
the EU;
•The promotion of youth mobility aiming in 
promoting active citizenship and more specifically, 
active citizenship within the EU and promotion of 
the European Youth Policy;
•The promotion of non-formal education and 
intercultural education as well as of their 
contribution in the self-development process;
•The protection of the natural environment and the 
encouragement of young people via local and 
international actions towards that cause.
•The promotion of the equality of the sexes and the 
raining of awareness of the youth against all types 
of violence.
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THE DIARY
In the diary, the reader will have the chance to 

follow the path of U.S.B. team from the beginning of 
the project till the realization of the documentary. It 
was our wish to keep a record of all the efforts and 

challenges the team of the project has faced until 
the production of the documentary. 

In the following pages, there is the description of 
the preparatory meeting, the shouting trip in 

Balkans, and the final editing process. 
It is a purely narrative and diary style writing text,  

which reflects the thoughts and experiences of 
the author, the way she lived them. 
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ALTERNATIVE 
BALKAN 
CARAVAN

The idea
Hate crimes, verbal attacks and discrimination, are 
some of the problems LGBT community faces in 
Balkans. Unfortunately many of these problems are 
not known in public and rarely been referred by 
traditional mass media. Trying to defend any aspect 
of Human Rights and being aware of the difficulties 
LGBT community faces in Balkan countries, the 
team of the non governmental organization C.A.F.E. 
decided to write a project about the topic, entitled 
Alternative Balkan Caravan or A.B.C. (easy to 
remember). Being aware that till then, at least, 
there was not any documentary about LGBT Rights 
in the area, team thought of suggesting the idea of 
the production of a documentary witch will shed 
light to LGBT life and status of Rights. The project 
funded by the Council of Europe. The first step for 
the realization of this ambitious project has been 
done.

Preparatory Meeting
I have to admit it! It wasn't easy to discover LGBT 
organizations in every country and moreover, LGBT 
organizations that would be eager and able to 
become partners in the project.
After open calls through the website and Facebook 
page of the organization, many Google searches 

through internet, emails, faxes and phone calls, we 
succeeded to find the right partners from Albania, 
Bulgaria, Romania, Serbia and Turkey and set the 
date for the preparatory meeting. 
The preparatory meeting took place in Thessaloniki 
in the end of August, 2011. One representative 
member of each country has been invited to the 
meeting in order to check a whole agenda of topics. 

First of all, partners introduced themselves and the 
organizations they represented. After the 
introduction of the project, we have started talking 
about the difficult staff…

In order to create a good documentary, one needs 
to conduct a lot of research. The help of people 
living in Balkan countries and knowing from first 
hand the problems of LGBT community would be a 
precious source of information and contacts. Thus, 
the plan was firstly to talk with all partners about 
the aim of the documentary and the research part 
that has to be done before we visit their countries 
for the shouting. Then we have passed to more 
organizational topics like the plan of the "shouting" 
trip, technicalities, the artistic style of the 
documentary and the promotion part.

The goal of a documentary defines its content, so it 
was a crucial matter. We exchanged a lot of 
opinions about it and we concluded to focus on 3 
topics; the life of LGBT members, the violence or 
not of their Rights, and the "rainbow" activism. We 
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decided to find one character, LGBT member, from 
each country to introduce us to the local LGBT 
community and talk about these topics through 
his/her personal experiences. Discussing about the 
organizational part, we asked our partners to 
search and find cheap solutions for the 
accommodation and to help us while we visit their 
countries for filming. It was also necessary for each 
organization to involve some volunteers who would 
like to assist with the research part and the 
translation, whenever it is necessary, in order to 
overcome the language barrier.
 
 
There was also a long conversation about the 
challenges that we might face, like not to find 
somebody eager to participate in the documentary 
and also to find interviewees from all the sub-
communities, gays, lesbian, bisexuals and 
transsexuals, in order to present the whole 
community in the best way. 

Knowing that we won’t be able to meet again in 
personal, we have arranged Skype meetings, to 
discuss further about some topics and solve 
problems, which might emerge.  

…

Before leaving the meeting hall, we were all sure 
about our commitment to the project and its 
success.    
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INTRO
After the meeting, the idea of shouting a documentary 
about the life of homosexuals, bisexuals and transsexuals in 
Balkans was closer than ever to its realization. I was ready 
for the long journey around Balkans but I won’t be alone; 
Lara Christen, student of the Film School of Thessaloniki 
and the director of ABC documentary will be traveling with 
me. We will visit the capitals of five Balkan countries, 
Serbia, Romania, Bulgaria, Turkey and Albania and we will 
interview people, members of LGBT community to learn as 
much as we can about their lives there. 

The protagonists of this story are a lot… but the main ones 
are the following:

Lara, the director
Alexia, the journalist
Roula, code name of the camera
Tripod, the tripod
All the interviewees, friends, passengers who spoke to us, 
helped us, hosted us!

 Great Thanks to all of you!!
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30th September

Lara and I arrive in the bus station, with all our 
equipment. Our long journey starts and we are fully 
prepared to spend the next 12 hours in a bus till we 
arrive in Belgrade. It is almost midnight
Three hours later, we reach the borders of FYROM. 
The hours pass quickly while chatting and 
discussing about documentary. 

In early morning, we have finally arrived in 
Belgrade. Our friend, and colleague, Darko picks us 
up, after we have drunk our first coffee in the city, 
and all together go straight forward to the official 
Press Conference of the Serbian Pride Parade. 
 The organizers of the Pride Parade, which will take 
place tomorrow in the streets of the Serbian 
capital, inform the journalists about technicalities, 
the schedule of the march and answer their 
questions. Tomorrow it will be an extremely 
important day for the LGBT community of the 
country. After the Press Conference, we go with 
Darko to a nice small hostel in the heart of the city 
where we are going to stay for the next days. Darko 
works for the Belgrade Pride Parade and thus he is 
the most suitable person to tell us about LGBT 
community of the country. After a shower and a 
quick traditional meal, we take Roula and Tripod 
and visit Pride Parade’s office.
As we reach the office, we meet a girl and ask her 
on which floor the offices of Pride Parade are. She 
replies in surprise "Pride Parade? Offices are on the 
3rd floor but anyway the Pride won't take place this 
year!" I can't believe what I am listening and so we 
reach the office and ask Darko what is going on. 
The answer just confirms what the girl has just said. 
The government banned the Parade with the excuse 
of national safety and public morality. Everybody in 
the office is deeply disappointed. 

19

All these people have worked day and night for four 
months to organize both the parade and all the side 
events. As they told us, they were expecting this 
decision especially because last year’s parade has 
caused lots of damages and many people have 
strongly reacted to it. It is the worst day for us to 
be there as no one wants to speak a lot about it. 
They have been through a lot till that day. At least, 
the Press Forum will take place as it has been 
initially planned.

Phrase of the day: “The question if you are pro or 
against Pride Parade is the next top question 
after Kosovo issue in Serbia.” Pride Parade 
Volunteer

20
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October 1st

The news of the ban have already attracted the 
attention of international media and Human Rights 
Organizations. International Amnesty has already 
characterized the ban of the parade as totally anti- 
democratic action and an attack against human and 
civil rights. 

We arrive at the official Media Center of Belgrade 
to attend the Press Forum of Pride Parade. The 
Center is guarded by dozens of policemen. We look 
at them astonished, especially when they tell us 
that it is dangerous even to pass the street wearing 
the T-shirt of Pride Parade. 
The Forum seems to be quite interesting as one 
can hear lots of different opinions by people 
experienced in Human Rights cases. Lara and I are 
listening carefully and shooting part of the press 
forum.
In the end of the Forum, people are invited to go 
downstairs and watch an event organized by the 
team of the organizers. The team, accompanied by 
members and volunteers of the organization, go in 
the middle of the street and unroll a huge pink 
banner, with the motto "Love. Normal" Even this 
short street event attracts the attention of 
passengers who most of them don't approve the 
action and start swearing.
We ask Darko to show us where the areas, known 
as "cruising areas", where gay men usually meet 
each other, are. We go to a park, across the biggest 
mall of Belgrade. Darko explains that things are 
very different nowadays than before, mostly 
because of the Internet. 
Gay community mainly uses the network to meet 
new people and so the cruising areas are not hot 
spots anymore. 

21

Walking back to the hostel, we see many posters 
and flyers against Pride Parade. Right wing 
extremist groups, named OBRAS and DVERI, have 
probably posted them. I ask a volunteer for the 
Parade what it is written in posters, she answers 
that she is ashamed to translate as there are worst 
swears that one could imagine. 
Reading the posters, I realize that the word “gay” in 
Serbian language is translated as "Pederast". The 
discrimination begins even from terminology.
After we have talked to many people who shared 
with us their opinion about LGBT rights, we found 
one member of LGBT community who is eager to 
give us an interview, Petar. He is 25 years old and 
he studies Law. Belgrade is his home town. 
Before I close my eyes and go to sleep, the phrases 
of two significant women who talked during Press 
Forum echo in my mind. "Pride Parade is the 
ultimate test for a society to see how tolerant it is" 
and especially "Human Rights are not like super 
market where you have the ability to choose what 
to buy. You either defend them or not".

Phrase of the day: "The best way to make a 
society more tolerant and respective is 
dialogue."

22
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that she is ashamed to translate as there are worst 
swears that one could imagine. 
Reading the posters, I realize that the word “gay” in 
Serbian language is translated as "Pederast". The 
discrimination begins even from terminology.
After we have talked to many people who shared 
with us their opinion about LGBT rights, we found 
one member of LGBT community who is eager to 
give us an interview, Petar. He is 25 years old and 
he studies Law. Belgrade is his home town. 
Before I close my eyes and go to sleep, the phrases 
of two significant women who talked during Press 
Forum echo in my mind. "Pride Parade is the 
ultimate test for a society to see how tolerant it is" 
and especially "Human Rights are not like super 
market where you have the ability to choose what 
to buy. You either defend them or not".

Phrase of the day: "The best way to make a 
society more tolerant and respective is 
dialogue."
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October 2nd

We are waiting for Petar in a cafeteria in a nice 
pedestrian street. He comes and after a short 
introduction, we start shooting him walking in the 
streets of Belgrade. We follow him to his home. His 
house is very stylish and the decoration is a 
mixture of baroque and modern style. He offers us 
coffees; His only wish is his face not to be visible.  
I open the notebook with my questions and 3... 2... 
1... camera, clap, recording! 

We talk about his personal life, the way his mother 
discovered that he is gay, how it feels to be 
member of the LGBT community in Belgrade and 
the status of LGBT rights in Serbia. Petar tells us 
that some of his friends, LGBT members, have been 
victims of hate attack or hate speech while many of 
them are still in the closet pretending something 
that they are not. 

Concerning public life, interviewee said that no 
public figure, politician, writer, musician or anybody 
else, has ever admitted that he/she is homosexual. 
The last part of the interview takes place near the 
bankers of Danube River. The sun is falling and the 
view is magic. 

The last phrases of Milica, Petar's friend, deeply 
touch me "Yes of course, it is like a zoo! They go to 
Gay Clubs to see these weird animals, named gay. 
They come closer but they never touch."
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October 3rd

We dedicated the last day for discovering the city 
and capturing with our camera everyday life scenes 
and stereotypical images of men, women and 
couples in the streets of the city. We walk for hours 
in the city trying to find some of its main and most 
beautiful places, like the square, the bridges, and 
the buildings which remain semi collapsed from the 
bombings of 1999. The day is sunny and warm. We 
return to the hostel, pack our things and prepare 
our next travel to Bucharest. 

October 4th

Having packed our things, we drink a last coffee to 
say goodbye to the new friends we made in 
Belgrade and go immediately to the train station. 
We get into a wagon which reminds us of movies of 
90s'.  After 16 hours, we will arrive in Bucharest 
and we will meet our partner, Luminita, who will 
host us for the days we will spend there. During the 
trip, we revise the words we learnt in Serbian and 
recall some of the best moments we spent there. 
Editing will be a hard job...
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October 5th

Bucharest is huge. First impression a visitor has is 
all these giant buildings, remained from the 
Communist Era. We get off the train, take a 
breakfast and meet Luminita. After a quick shower, 
totally necessary after the long trip, we start 
looking in the internet for the address of the known 
LGBT organization, named ACCEPT. The next day 
we will meet one member of the organization to 
introduce us to ACCEPT and talk to us about LGBT 
community in Romania. The night we go out with 
Luminita and some of her friends. The conversation 
goes around the main topic of the documentary. 
The reactions are various. In general, they tell us 
that society of Bucharest is quite conservative and 
church plays a great role in the way people think 
and deal with homosexuality. Religion, and mainly 
Christianity, common in many Balkan countries, 
influence a lot the mentality of people and their way 
of thinking concerning gender and family 
stereotypes.

Phrase of the Day: “What if my son sees all these 
gay people marching during a Pride Parade? 
Isn’t it possible for him to think that he should 
try it once because it is in fashion now?" 
Romanian man, 22 years old.
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October 6th

We meet the member of the organization and after 
a short walk, we go towards to the most known 
LGBT organization in Romania, ACCEPT. 
(http://accept-romania.ro/en/)

"ACCEPT is a member of the International Lesbian 
and Gay Association (ILGA) and it has founded in 
1994 as Bucharest Acceptance Group was 
founded. Its aims are to promote an open, 
reasonable dialogue on the complex topic of same-
sex relationships." (Accept website) It has lots of 
members, it organizes events about homosexuality 
and gay rights, and it also provides psychological 
help and support to LGBT members who want to 
come out or they just came out! 
Despite its popularity, there is no any label writing 
ACCEPT outside of building or the door. I ask the 
secretary why this happens. His answer is pretty 
clear: "We don't want to provoke people. Those who 
want to come, they will find their way. The stuff tells 
us that the situation around LGBT issues is 
progressively changing and it has been improved 
the last few years . As Romania wants to join EU, it 
should adapt some extra anti discrimination laws. 
Unfortunately, these laws rarely apply to the 
everyday life of homosexuals.

Moment of the day: Members of ACCEPT make 
small rainbow flags.
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October 7th

I wake up and open the window. First surprise: The 
sunny and warm day! We have still not found 
anybody eager to give us an interview and things 
seem difficult! We take a walk around Bucharest 
and then we rent two bicycles and ride around the 
most famous parks. We have to decide where we 
are going to set the camera to film the most 
significant places of the city for the documentary. 
At night, we decide to visit the gay club of the city. 
Second surprise: the address of the gay club is 
"secret" and it cannot be found either in magazines 
or the web! We call ACCEPT to learn where the 
main gay club of the city is! Only LGBT members 
know the address of the club as its owner is afraid 
of hate attacks from right wing extremists. We grab 
Roula and tripod. 
The heavy rain, which has recently started, doesn't 
discourage us and we try to find the gay club. 
Mission Impossible! We take a taxi; the taxi driver 
wants us to give him more money than the 
taximeter indicates. Mission Impossible! The result 
is the driver to leave us in another road than the 
club is.

We finally find the club that is located in a very 
narrow street near down town. We are wet, angry 
and late!
The owner accepts to give us a short interview. He 
says that the society of the Bucharest slowly 
changes but there is lot of work to be done until 
homosexuality to be accepted and respected. This 
is the reason he tries to maintain a low profile for 
his bar. Third surprise: Inside the club, we meet a 
girl who studies Film and her dissertation is a 
documentary about the Turkish gay community of 
Bucharest!
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October 8th

The phone rings. It is Alexa, the girl who wants to 
give us an interview for our documentary. This is 
going to be a good day! We meet Alexa in the 
center of Bucharest, we discuss a while to know 
each other better and we start the shooting. She 
suggests to take the interview in her favorite park. 
She guides us there and we walk around the park. 
Alexa is bisexual and during the interview, she 
explains that bisexual people receive racism not 
only outside but also inside the LGBT community as 
many people cannot accept the existence of 
bisexuality. She also refers to the role European 
Union plays in status of LGBT Rights in Romania, 
the impact of the communist past of the country 
and the issue of adoption by gay couples. I am 
amazed by her sincere answers. 
In the end of the shouting, I ask her if she liked the 
interview and how was the whole experience. She 
seems satisfied. She explains that she feels that 
she ought to do this to defend her choices and to 
speak out about LGBT community in Romania. "I 
am not afraid to show my face, I succeeded to be 
proud of myself and who I am."

Phrase of the day: Instead of having a father, like 
mine, who was creating problems all the time, I 
would love to have two loving mothers.
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October 9th

Road, Borders, Road, Bulgaria, Sofia, bus station. 
One food poison and 8 hours later, we have finally 
arrived in Sofia. 
Our friend and partner, Mitko waits for us in the bus 
station. We grab a taxi and go at home. The hour is 
11:00 pm. 
The house of our host is truly beautiful and stylish. 
And the most beautiful of all is his white, fluffy 
kitten, Asimin. Ready to sleep and we will figure out 
what to do tomorrow.
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October 10th

Our host, who is also our interviewee, has many 
interesting stories to tell. He is one of the very few 
people in Bulgaria who has declared he is guy. "I 
work for a foreign business, that's why I think I m so 
comfortable saying that I am homosexual. If I was 
working for a domestic business, things might be 
different for me." he says to us smiling while he is 
preparing the breakfast coffee. We are starting 
interviewing him. I begin to ask my usual questions. 
Mitko is so sincere and direct in what he is saying 
that I look at him surprised. He admits that being 
gay and out in Sofia can have serious 
consequences in one’s daily life. Our “hero”, in 
Sofia, he is not only declared member of LGBT 
community, but he has also founded the first LGBT 
organization in Bulgaria, Deystvie. Although 
Deystvie is very active, it has not actually offices as 
the members are afraid of possible physical 
attacks. The meetings are usually done in members' 
houses or gay friendly bars.

Mikto, as a known activist of the country, has been 
victim of hate speech and hate attacks many times 
in his life. We take the camera and go out in the 
street to show us where one severe attack has after 
the last Pride Parade taken place. We have to stop 
the shooting as his neighbor starts yelling to us and 
shouts "you fagot"! The interview will be continued 
tomorrow. 

At night, Mitko organized a welcome party, where 
he has invited all his friends. In the company, they 
are 2 lesbian couples, 3 gay guys and one 
transsexual. The conversation becomes very vivid 
and almost everybody is willing to share their 
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stories about the discrimination existing against 
LGBT community in Bulgaria. All six of them have 
been victims of physical attack due to their sexual 
orientation or their activist action concerning the 
protection of LGBT Rights. It is believed that many 
attacks against gay population are made by 
members of extremist and racist groups. Lara takes 
the camera and films the scene.  

The guys left. The house is a mess but the 
experience was worthwhile.
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October 11th

Lucky me! It has just stopped raining. We are ready, 
and quite excited, for our second interview with 
Laila, the transsexual friend of Mitko. 
Laila is her "adopted" name since she has decided 
to change her gender. She has been invited as 
guest in various TV shows to speak about 
transsexuality and to support all the other 
transsexuals and fight discrimination against them. 
Her stories are really meaningful. Laila tells us that 
she used to be a prostitute for a couple of months, 
and explains that prostitution is a very common 
path and trap for transsexuals, especially in 
Bulgaria. 

At night, we will do our first night shooting. Mitko 
will show us the place where a 25years old boy has 
been killed in a park by right wing extremists 
because there were rumors that he is homosexual. 
After the shooting, we will go with our new friends 
to a pub, listen to Balkan music and dance like a 
crazy!!

Conclusion of the day: Very very grateful for 
being a journalist!
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October 12th

Yesterday night was one of the most interesting  
and shocking nights during the trip so far! Mitko 
took us with his car and showed us the place where 
the young boy was murdered. The atmosphere was 
very freaky as we were alone in the dark in the park 
where the boy's body was founded. The story of the 
murder is awful. (*read The story of Mihail 
Stoyanov in the next page)

It is inevitable not to compare the status of LGBT 
rights between the countries we have visited till 
now. Bulgaria and Serbia are until now the worst 
according to it.

After this shooting, we visited one gay club, 
somewhere hidden in the streets of Sofia. 
Meanwhile we were almost beaten by a travestied 
whom we tried to capture with our camera. When 
he caught us, he started shouting. I felt very happy 
that I don't speak Bulgarian, to understand what he 
was saying.

Experience tip: When you are traveling abroad, 
especially to do a documentary, meet as many 
people as you can and live the adventure. You 
never know when and where you are going to 
meet the perfect character for your film.
October 13th

When you want to do an impartial documentary, 
you should always listen to all the opinions and 
voices. Thus, we went to the offices of the 
nationalistic political party, Attack. I should have 
known better... One of the representatives accepted 
to give us the interview but he was so diplomatic 
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and careful with what he was saying that no one 
could characterize him as racist against LGBT 
community. In the end, he gave us T-shirts with the 
logo of the party. We will probably use them for 
pajamas.

The center of Sofia is really beautiful. As we walk 
around, we decide where to put the camera to 
shoot everyday people walking in the streets. The 
girl next to us plays violin. The perfect goodbye to 
Sofia!

In each country we have visited until now, we have 
filmed itinerant musicians and recorded their 
music. This mixture of Balkan sounds will be used 
as the background music of the documentary.
The people we met organized a goodbye dinner for 
Lara and me to a nice Kafana, tavern in Slavic. We 
ate, took pictures and laughed a lot! Without even 
understanding it, I find myself packing again. Mitko 
takes us to the train station. We will arrive in 
Istanbul in 12 hours and then we will take the bus 
to Ankara... "Pirates of Caribbean 2" in the laptop 
and the two girls from Slovenia who were in the 
same wagon were the ideal company for a long 
long night journey. 

Conclusion of the Day: Once in a country there is 
discrimination against any minority group, you 
will meet for sure discrimination against LGBT 
community. Or vice versa…
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The story of 
Mihail Stoyanov

Mihail Stoyanov, was 25 years old, when he 
was found brutally murdered in Boris Garden, 
Borisova gradina in Bulgarian, the night of 31 

September to 1st of October 2008. The story 
attracted the attention of the media especially 

after a protestation made by youth LGBT 
organization Deystvie 

(http://www.deystvie.org/) where people 
gathered, went in the park and left their 

messages while they also lighted candles. 
Mihail was a Medicine student. His mother 

denies till now that her son was homosexual.
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October 14th

Istanbul Every time I see this city, it is like I see it 
for the first time. Words cannot describe its beauty 
and its magic spirit! We go directly to the bus 
station. We want to be in Ankara before midnight. 

And here starts the adventure. We cannot find our 
colleague. We are alone in the Turkish capital trying 
to find somewhere to stay at least for the first 
night. A Turkish friend suggests me to stay to the 
old center of the town. Proved to be not a very nice 
recommendation as the place is known for 
prostitutes and red houses. We are the only women 
walking in the road, with our luggage, roula and 
tripod! We find a cheap, and not very clean actually, 
hotel to stay. We are kind of disappointed bur then I 
do the magic move: post in the Facebook that I am 
in Ankara. A friend who studies Greek philology 
replies immediately and suggests me to host us!! 
Yes!! I believe in miracles!

Experience tip: There is always a solution! Just 
trust the secret "travel" angel who flies around 
you and open your Facebook account!

45

October 15th

Our colleague is still in Istanbul so we cannot do 
many things for the documentary. At least we 
found accommodation... and the hospitality is great. 
Whatever you have ever heard about the great 
Turkish hospitality, it is totally true. A friend who 
lives in Sakarya, a town next to Ankara visits us and 
we all spend the day discovering the city, the best 
places and the great food.
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October 16th

It is finally the time to meet our partner and 
interviewee in Turkey. The appointment is set in the 
LGBT organization, KAOS GL, Omer volunteers for. 
(http://www.kaosgl.com/)

“KAOS GL is a Turkish LGBT rights organization 
founded in 1994. The organization has been 
publishing the journal KAOS GL (now a quarterly 
publication) since its founding. The group operates 
the KAOS Cultural Center, which hosts cultural 
activities, meetings, and showings of films. The center 
also houses a LGBT History Library. Kaos GL 
organized the first annual LGBT march in the capital 
of Turkey, Ankara on May 2008. Over 100 gay men 
and women, bisexuals and transgender people 
assembled in front of the human rights monument in 
Yuksel Street.” (Wikipedia)

I was really amazed when I raised my eyes and saw 
a huge rainbow flag proudly waving in the 5th floor 
of the block of flats, where the organization offices 
are, in the center of homophobic Ankara.

Omer studies in Bilkent University and he is LGBT 
activist. He is smiley and very kind! He offers us tea 
and we start the interview. He is a bit nervous 
watching the camera and we try to relax him. He 
starts telling us about one of the first cases of 
discrimination he experienced; when his friend’s 
roommate understood that he is gay, he asked the 
secretary of the university to change room.

We decide to do the second part of the interview 
outside before the sun gets down. The people in the 
streets are staring at us and gossiping behind our 
backs without any sense of discreet. I ask Omer 
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how he can deal with all these people looking at him 
and if this is a usual phenomenon. The answer is 
yes! "The only way to deal with it is either to ignore 
all of them or ask them why they are staring at 
you.” He admits that the second choice might be 
more dangerous.
Omer speaks about himself, how he realized he is 
gay, his activist action and the role that religion 
plays in the issue of homosexuality. The biggest 
problem in Turkey related to Human Rights, is the 
high number of murders of transsexual people and 
women and the loose law frame existing about the 
punishment of the perpetrators. Everyday many of 
them are being killed 
without anybody being punished. 

I was listening very carefully the story of Omer and 
all that he has done about LGBT movement in 
Turkey. Before visiting Turkey, I have read many 
things about the Internet censorship and the 
blocking of many websites by government. Omer 
confirms this info and he adds that many websites 
with LGBT content cannot be accessible by the 
Turkish netizens. He admits that he is very lucky 
because in his case, as student of a private 
university, he has full Internet accessibility. 

It is around 8 pm. We are sitting in a park, known as 
a cruising area of the city. The interview has almost 
finished

It was a splendid night. A girl, that Omer introduced 
us, Nevin, invited us in a bar where there was a 
party, organized by a LBGT organization to 
promote respect to LGBT rights. The band that was 
playing was really fantastic and Nevin, welcomed us 
in the best way! As she is member of LGBT 
community, she accepted to give us an interview. 
One more interview has been arranged and now I 
can sleep  relaxed!

48



October 16th

It is finally the time to meet our partner and 
interviewee in Turkey. The appointment is set in the 
LGBT organization, KAOS GL, Omer volunteers for. 
(http://www.kaosgl.com/)

“KAOS GL is a Turkish LGBT rights organization 
founded in 1994. The organization has been 
publishing the journal KAOS GL (now a quarterly 
publication) since its founding. The group operates 
the KAOS Cultural Center, which hosts cultural 
activities, meetings, and showings of films. The center 
also houses a LGBT History Library. Kaos GL 
organized the first annual LGBT march in the capital 
of Turkey, Ankara on May 2008. Over 100 gay men 
and women, bisexuals and transgender people 
assembled in front of the human rights monument in 
Yuksel Street.” (Wikipedia)

I was really amazed when I raised my eyes and saw 
a huge rainbow flag proudly waving in the 5th floor 
of the block of flats, where the organization offices 
are, in the center of homophobic Ankara.

Omer studies in Bilkent University and he is LGBT 
activist. He is smiley and very kind! He offers us tea 
and we start the interview. He is a bit nervous 
watching the camera and we try to relax him. He 
starts telling us about one of the first cases of 
discrimination he experienced; when his friend’s 
roommate understood that he is gay, he asked the 
secretary of the university to change room.

We decide to do the second part of the interview 
outside before the sun gets down. The people in the 
streets are staring at us and gossiping behind our 
backs without any sense of discreet. I ask Omer 

47

how he can deal with all these people looking at him 
and if this is a usual phenomenon. The answer is 
yes! "The only way to deal with it is either to ignore 
all of them or ask them why they are staring at 
you.” He admits that the second choice might be 
more dangerous.
Omer speaks about himself, how he realized he is 
gay, his activist action and the role that religion 
plays in the issue of homosexuality. The biggest 
problem in Turkey related to Human Rights, is the 
high number of murders of transsexual people and 
women and the loose law frame existing about the 
punishment of the perpetrators. Everyday many of 
them are being killed 
without anybody being punished. 

I was listening very carefully the story of Omer and 
all that he has done about LGBT movement in 
Turkey. Before visiting Turkey, I have read many 
things about the Internet censorship and the 
blocking of many websites by government. Omer 
confirms this info and he adds that many websites 
with LGBT content cannot be accessible by the 
Turkish netizens. He admits that he is very lucky 
because in his case, as student of a private 
university, he has full Internet accessibility. 

It is around 8 pm. We are sitting in a park, known as 
a cruising area of the city. The interview has almost 
finished

It was a splendid night. A girl, that Omer introduced 
us, Nevin, invited us in a bar where there was a 
party, organized by a LBGT organization to 
promote respect to LGBT rights. The band that was 
playing was really fantastic and Nevin, welcomed us 
in the best way! As she is member of LGBT 
community, she accepted to give us an interview. 
One more interview has been arranged and now I 
can sleep  relaxed!

48



ALBANIA
COUNTRY5
TH



ALBANIA
COUNTRY5
TH



December 7th

This time our destination is Tirana, Albania to meet 
Ceyda and listen to her personally story. We have 
left Albania to be the last country we visit, as our 
partners asked us more time in order to find the 
right interviewee.
It feels like it hasn't passed a day since we were 
leaving Istanbul! We arrive in Tirana after a 12hours 
trip by bus. Tirana in Christmas is a magnificent 
city. Our partner Tanny waits for us in the bus 
station. He guides a bit in the city, shows us where 
to stay and accompanies us in a restaurant to have 
our first diner in Albania. We discuss with Tanny 
some things about the subject of our documentary 
and then we go to rest in the hostel which is located 
near to the park of Youth!
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December 8th

After a short walk, we go with Tanny to Ceyda's 
home to meet her and start the interview. For the 
next days, she will be our link with LGBT community 
and life here. "Here we are", Tanny says. The 
building, from the outside, doesn't seem to be 
inhabited but inside a sweet home is hidden. Ceyda 
and her roommate, Arsita, welcome us very 
warmly. 
Ceyda offers to make for us the typical Albanian 
coffee! While she is in the kitchen, we turn on the 
camera, check the sound, and I open again the 
notebook with my questions. 

Arsita will help Ceyda with English and she will do 
the translation whenever is necessary. Ceyda is 
unemployed right now and searches for a job. 
"Being lesbian with short hair doesn't help very 
much to find a job", she says, laughing. Ceyda 
narrates on the camera many cases of 
discrimination she has been victim of because of 
her sexual orientation. The most surprising thing, 
I personally, noticed is that if you are LGBT 
member in Albania, except of you having problems, 
all your relatives and family confront many 
problems as well. Typical example is that of Klodi, a 
Big Brother player who admitted that he is gay in 
front of cameras. Klodi comes from an Albanian 
village. When he revealed his top secret, many 
inhabitants of his home town organized 
protestations against him and his family and tried 
to burn his house.

The interview is very interesting. After the end of 
the first part, we will go with girls to drink a glass 
of wine and see their favorite bar. One of the things 
that surprised us the most is that in Tirana there 
are no gay bars/clubs or Pride Parades.
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There is only one bar, in a very safe neighborhood, 
which turns into a gay club once a week.

We had a wonderful time with the girls and their 
friends. They have also invited us to go and spend 
the rest of the time there. We will probably accept 
their invitation! 
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December 9th

Although it is winter, the weather is warm and 
sunny
We pack our things and move into Ceyda's. We will 
continue her interview. This time we will change 
the scenery and we will shoot her walking in the 
street, doing ordinary things. 
While we are filming, one shouts at Ceyda "Do you 
like girls?” She doesn't even react. When we go 
back, she tells us that such behaviors don't bother 
her any more. As far as I understand by all the 
interviews we made and discussions with LGBT 
people, the only way to handle situations like 
these ones, is to have a strong character, not 
afraid and be sure of who you are.
In the afternoon, we went to the LGBT 
organization Ceyda is member of, Aleanca Kunder 
Diskriminimit LGBT (Gay- Straight Alliance 
Against Discrimination). It was the best and 
coziest atmosphere I have ever experienced in an 
organization. 
Every evening, members organize different events 
with various topics. That afternoon it was the food 
evening. Members were like a family. 
They were all supportive one to each other and as 
they are almost all of them in the closet, the 
organization is the only place where they can 
actually be themselves. It was moving.
We go with all the friends we met until now to a 
nice tavern, for the typical diner. It is a nice 
artistic place where many intellectuals and actors 
gather every night! Best way to end the day!!

Conclusion of the day: All together united, 
we can achieve the impossible!
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December 10th

We take our breakfast and go directly to the 
organization. We want to learn more about this 
effort, which turned out to be one of the most 
powerful LGBT organizations in Albania. We meet 
the president of the organization, a dynamic but at 
the same time very kind and sweet woman around 
28. She has just arrived from Germany, where she 
attended a seminar about the cooperation between 
police and LGBT organizations to fight 
discrimination. 

The story of the foundation of the organization is 
truly interesting. The interviewee narrates that in 
the beginning, in 2009, there were some friends 
who would like to activate more in favor of LGBT 
community. In that period they met an American 
woman, who was working in the American embassy 
back then, and who helped them form the 
organization, inspired them and guided their first 
steps.
The girl tells us about a funny incident that 
indicates how ignorant the people were 3 years 
ago. "The first time we distributed flyers against 
homophobia in the streets of Tirana, we were so 
afraid that we have chosen to do it at night, so not 
to be seen by anyone. Suddenly a policeman 
approached us. We were quite anxious. 
Unexpectedly, the policeman saw the flyers and the 
word homophobia. Then, he congratulated us 
because we protect young people from sexually 
transmitted diseases»
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Last night in Tirana. 

It is Saturday night and we go to the club where 
every Saturday organization organizes a small 
party. The atmosphere is great. Everybody knows 
each there, they are happy; they dance, laugh and 
sing till late at night.

Conclusion of the day: That scene of unity was 
the best message sent by Albania to all Balkans. 
LGBT people fight for their basic rights and the 
struggle is not easy. They actually fight for the 
most basic and core right; to be able to live 
normally like all the other people.
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Το βιβλίο «ξδηηφδσηγη΄δξγ΄»
εκδόθηκε τον Οκτώβριο του 2013 σε 1464 αντίτυπα

για λογαριασμό του «νδκγκξλκξγδκσ». 
Επιμέλεια έκδοσης: Αλεξία Καλαϊτζη
Διορθώσεις κειμένων: δηφλκσηδη

Σχεδιασμός έκδοσης: Πέτρος Φραγκόπουλος
Επεξεργασία εικόνων: κηλδκηφσδηλδησηφ
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